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The conception of the universe here presented ( The Ban-
quet, Bk. II, Chs. III-VI) gives the cosmology, the theol-
ogy, the psychology, the educational theory, of the Middle
Ages.
For the unintelligent the world was a flat disk, around which
flowed the stream Oceanus, and over which was placed a
crystal vault, in which were fixed, as in a ceiling, the sun,
moon, and stars. Beyond this vault lived the gods and
spirits, and thus the entire universe was composed. But in
the minds of the intelligent there prevailed a system
founded primarily on the idea of the Greek philosophers, and
called the Ptolemaic (see p. 170). This universe as made
entirely for man is thus described by Dante. With the earth
as a center the heavens consist of nine huge spheres fitting
one into the other, which turn one upon the other. To the
first seven of these spheres are fixed in succession the rnoon,
Mercury, Venus, the sun, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. As
the spheres move in one direction the " planets" move slowly
in the opposite. Beyond the seventh heaven is that of the
fixed stars; the ninth is the " crystalline heavens," or tht
Primitm Mobile\ moving with greatest rapidity and impart-
ing its movements to all the rest. The tenth heaven is the
Empyreiim, or "luminous heaven," which alone, as the abode
of eternal rest, is without movement.
" And this is the reason that the Primum Mobile moves
with immense velocity: because the fervent longing of all
its parts to be united to those of this tenth and most divine
and quiet heaven, makes it revolve with so much desire that
its velocity is almost incomprehensible. And this quiet and
peaceful heaven is_the abode of that Supreme Deity who
alone doth perfectly behold Himself. This is the abode of the
-beatified"spirits-, according to the holy church, who cannot
lie, and Aristotle also seems to think so, if rightly understood,
in the first of The Heavens mid Earth. This is the supreme
edifice of the universe, in which all the world is included, and
beyond which ^ nothinc;; and it is not in space, but was